[G] R. Yosé asked, “But what if it was only a small passage [that 
one wanted to skip]?” 


[H] He said to him, “The reason is that Israel should hear the Torah 
in the proper order.” 


[I] And lo, we have learned: The high priest reads in public, ‘After 
the death’(Lev. 16:1) and, “How be it on the tenth” (Lev. 
23:27) [M. Yoma 7:1], [and these are far apart]. 


[J] That case is different, because the passages belong to the order 
of the day. 


[K] You should note that R. Simeon b. Laqish said, “[The case of 
the High Priest on the Day of Atonement is certainly different, 
for] on all other occasions one does not read the Torah from 
memory [but only in the written text], while here he recites 
from memory.” 


[L] R. Yosé gave instructions to Bar Ulla, the reader of the 
synagogue of the Babylonians [in Sepphoris], “When there 
is only one scroll of the Torah available, you should roll in 
front of a curtain. 


[M] “But when you have two, you bring one of them back to 
the ark and then take one out.” 


[N] To what extent [may one skip in the Prophets]? 


[O] Said R. Aha, “For example the passage of Jehoiada the 
priest [2 Kings 12:1-4, which consists of only four 
verses ].” 


4:6 
[A] He who concludes with the prophetic lection is the one who recites the 
Shema [with its blessings fore and aft], 
[B] and passes before the ark, 
[C] and raises his hands [in the priestly benediction]. 


[D] But if he was a minor, his father or his teacher pass [before the ark] 
in his behalf. 


[I:1 A] It was necessary to include the Mishnah’ s rule only to indicate that the 
one who recites the Shema is the one who passes before the ark, and he 
is the one who raises his hands [since these are all part of the liturgy]. 


